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DARTFORD BOROUGH COUNCIL

CABINET ADVISORY PANEL B

MINUTES of the meeting of the Cabinet Advisory Panel B held on Monday 10 June 
2019 at 7.00 pm.

PRESENT: Councillor M J Davis (Chairman)
Councillor D Swinerd (Vice-Chairman)
Councillor E H Ben Moussa
Councillor R M Currans
Councillor L H K Edie
Councillor A Gaskin
Councillor D A Hammock
Councillor P M Harman
Councillor C S McLean
Councillor D J Mote
Councillor A J Oakley-Dow
Councillor V Oguntope (present as a Substitute)
Councillor T Oliver
Councillor R S L Perfitt
Councillor Mrs R F Storey

ABSENT: Councillor J Burrell
Councillor R A S Jones
Councillor A S Sandhu, MBE

1. CHAIRMAN'S WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION 

The Chairman welcomed new and returning Members to the first meeting of 
the Cabinet Advisory Panel following the local government elections. He 
briefly outlined the remit and purpose of the Advisory Panel, the procedures 
followed by the Panel and explained that the minutes of the meeting would be 
submitted to the next meeting of the Cabinet to inform their decision making. 

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Burrell, Jones and 
Sandhu.

Councillor Oguntope attended the meeting as a substitute for Councillor 
Jones. 

3. URGENT ITEMS 

There were no urgent items.

4. ITEMS RESERVED FOR DEBATE 

The Chairman advised that no items from parts B and C of the agenda had 
been drawn down for debate. 
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Accordingly, Members endorsed the Officer recommendations in respect of 
the following items:

8.   Street Naming and Numbering – Eastern Quarry Phase 6B

9.   Dartford Home Energy Conservation Act 1995 – May 2019

10. Corporate Plan Key Actions and Performance Indicators Report – 4th 
Quarter

5. DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS ON ITEMS RESERVED FOR DEBATE 
ONLY 

There were no declarations of interests in respect of items in Part A of the 
agenda and no items from the remainder of the agenda were drawn down for 
debate.

6. REFERENCES FROM COMMITTEES 

There were no references from other committees.

7. LAND AT STONE LODGE - APPROPRIATION FOR PLANNING 
PURPOSES 

The Cabinet Advisory Panel considered the Council’s proposed appropriation 
of land at Stone Lodge, Stone for planning purposes and the statutory 
processes to be applied, including the requirement to advertise the intention 
to appropriate ‘open space land’ to another purpose and the consideration of 
any objections.

The Strategic Director (Internal Services) informed Members that the 32 
hectare site at Stone Lodge was currently held by the Council for recreational 
purposes. A development brief for the site had previously been agreed by 
Cabinet and the Cabinet had declared the land at Stone Lodge to be surplus 
to requirements in October 2015. In December 2016 the Cabinet had agreed 
to dispose of land at Stone Lodge for a new secondary school and 
subsequently planning permission had been granted for provision of a rugby 
club and a secondary school on the site, up to 140 residential units and the 
provision of 19ha of public open space.  The rugby club would encourage 
more intensive recreational use of the land and wider community involvement 
whilst the school would help to address the demand for additional school 
spaces and would provide an important community and educational facility. A 
small proportion of the land, around 3ha, would be used to deliver 130 to 140 
homes, 30% of which would affordable housing, ensuring that a mix of types 
and tenures would be available for the community. The remaining 19ha of the 
site would be multi-functioning public green space and would be retained in its 
natural state as far as possible with enhanced habitats for bats and reptiles. 
New walking and cycling links would also be provided along with signage and 
seating to enhance the usability of the space. 
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The report detailed the restrictive covenants in place on the Stone Lodge site. 
As there were now a number of individual homeowners of the land to which 
the covenants applied, the Council was seeking to rely on section 203 of the 
Housing and Planning Act 2016 which provides that if a local authority 
appropriates land for planning purposes, this will override any restrictive 
covenants which affect the land. 

As the land at Stone Lodge was held for open space purposes, the Council 
was legally required to advertise the appropriation of the open space land to 
planning purposes. Any objection to the appropriation would be reported to 
Cabinet. The use of appropriation powers needed to be justified by meeting a 
clear public interest test. Paragraphs 3.14 to 3.16 of the report detailed how 
the proposed development fell within the planning policy framework for the 
area and the steps taken to minimise the impacts of the development on 
neighbouring properties. The report also highlighted the public benefits arising 
from the proposed development. The impact on the human rights of the 
owners and residents that might be affected by the development had been 
considered and it was felt that the benefits to the community outweighed 
these impacts and that the development therefore passed the public interest 
test.

The Cabinet was being asked to take an ‘in principle’ decision to appropriate 
the land for planning purposes, to advertise the intention to appropriate in a 
local newspaper and then, subject to consideration of any representations 
received, to formalise the appropriation.

The Cabinet Advisory Panel endorsed the recommendations contained in the 
report.

8. STREET NAMING AND NUMBERING - EASTERN QUARRY PHASE 6B 

The Cabinet Advisory Panel endorsed the recommendations contained in the 
report.

9. DARTFORD HOME ENERGY CONSERVATION ACT 1995 - MAY 2019 
REPORT 

The Cabinet Advisory Panel endorsed the recommendations contained in the 
report.

10. CORPORATE PLAN KEY ACTIONS AND PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 
REPORT - 4TH QUARTER 

The Cabinet Advisory Panel endorsed the recommendations contained in the 
report.

The meeting closed at 7.07 pm
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Councillor M J Davis
CHAIRMAN


